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EXPLORING $# NICARAGUA
Clitttop Hotel Highlights Quiet Side of San Juan

By Blake Schmidt

Nica Times Staff

SAN JUAN DEL SUR - Just on the other
side of the cliff that separates San Juan Bay
from the quiet Nacascolo Bay to the north,
the noise from the booming southern Pacific
surf town seems like a world away.

The breeze is stronger, the howler mon-
keys audible, and migratory birds glide by
overhead. On the rare occasion, a guest at the
new luxury hideaway Casa Del Soul, perched
up in the hills above Nacascolo Bay, will spot
a whale out in the bay below.

Guests here leave the heat and concrete
behind for an experience amid rich tropical
forest unique in San Juan del Sur.

“It gets almost chilly some mornings,”
says owner Randy Harvey, the 54-year-old
Illinois-born real estate investor who got out
of the Los Angeles real estate market just
before the bubble started to burst.

Having read about Nicaragua in his adven-
ture magazines as the next hot spot for expat
investors, the fast-talking world traveler has
settled down here, at least somewhat. He has
spent the past four years building his luxury
oceanview resort from scratch. Everything
was imported, from the iHome sound system
in each room to the building materials.

Between photographinghighlyendangered
silverback mountain gorillas in Uganda, hik-
ing in the Himalayas and scuba diving the
Great Barrier Reef, Harvey found enough
time to manage a hotel near Acapulco,
Mexico, during the 1980s and ’90s.
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Attention Readers:

With Nicaragua news changing on a
daily basis in the post-electoral context,
for the next few weeks we'll be publish-
ing four-page print editions of The Nica
Times and dedicating our staff resources
to covering breaking news online.

Please see our daily news page for
updated coverage on the latest events at
www.ticotimes.net /daily.htm.

During this time, you'll also find
additional original reporting each week
on www.nicatimes.net.

The print edition will continue to give
you the most important analysis and
summary of the week’s events plus
exdusive stories found nowhere else.
Don't miss it.

www.hicatimes.net
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He’s now brought a bit of that luxury of
the Mexican Pacific coast to Nicaragua, albeit
on a smaller scale. His three-room hotel
features a swimming pool overlooking the
bay, coupled with a 400-square-foot thatch-
roofed palapa lined with hammocks.

Both of the two luxury rooms have a
DVD player, a balcony and stunning views

Secluded:
Casa Del
Soul, left, is
near San Juan
del Sur yet
feels worlds
removed,
providing
stunning,
uninterrupted
views of the
neighboring
bay, right.

of the bay. The premiere guest room, which
goes for $119 a night, has a 270-degree view
of calm Nacascolo Bay — whose untouched
beaches are just a short walk along a ravine
from the hotel.

Despite the occasional fisherman and the
rare Nicaraguan naval exercise, the bay is
empty year-round, says Harvey. It’s hard to

To the British community

Would like to encourage all British nationals resident in
Nicaragua to register their contact details, so that in the event of a crisis
situation the Embassy would be better-placed to know who might need

help and how to contact them.

You can register online at the following website:
www.fco.gov.uk/en/travelling-and-living-overseas/Locate/

Or, alternatively, you may contact us on:
Dr. José Taboada, Honorary Consul Managua -
Tel: 254-5454
British Embassy, San José - Tel: +506 2258-2025

After registration, we will be able to send you details of your local
Consular Warden, who in the event of a crisis, will be able to relay
information to/from the Embassy.

Blake Schmidt | Nica Times

believe that just around the cliff to the south
is the renowned, boat-filled San Juan Bay,
where partygoers from Managua and abroad
descend for raucous partying during Semana
Santa vacations and on the weekend.

Harvey says even during the Semana
Santa craziness, his bay stays chilled out.

“I don’t get any noise. Now the houses on
the other side get all that noise. But on my
side I don’t get anything,” says Harvey, who
schmoozes guests with stories of his worldly
adventures.

The morning view makes for a great setting
in which to enjoy the lodge’s hearty breakfasts
and an elegant backdrop for an afternoon
cocktail at the bar and dining area next to the
full kitchen downstairs. Rooms start at $79.
For more info, see www.casadelsoul.info.ll
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